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Pilot’s Chronograph 


Check Speed e For Measuring Distances 


For Checking Parking Meters 
For Timing Sports Events 
Use As Stop Watch y) 


6 DIALS, 5 HANDS AND 2 PUSHBUTTON CONTROLS 


Made famous — pilots who found it an accurate 
timepiece, and a more valuable than a precision in- 
strument—lIf you like to fly, or drive sports cars, 
record your speed per mile, this will do the job. All 
5 hands are machine-calibrated in Switzerland 
where the complete works are assembled. It is 
shock-resistant, antimagnetic, has an unbreakable 
mainspring, big sweep second hand, luminous dial 
and hands, gold-colored die-cast case, and a leather 
strap. It’s a great watch for only $12.95 plus 65¢ 
postage and handling. And it’s fully guaranteed 
for 1 year! In every way. Dept.CP-3 

JALART HOUSE, 234 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10001 
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I 
| Rush me 


$12.95 plus 65¢ postage and handling. 
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fir IS FORTUNATE INDEED THAT EULOGIES TO THE DEAD ARE WRITTEN BY THE LIVING... FOR 
HOW DIFFERENT IT WOULD BE IF THE CORPSE COULD WRITE ITS OWN... 


SHE WAS THE MOST CONSIDERATE, DEVOTED 
WIFE A MAN EVER HAD/ THERE WAS _A 
WARMTH IN HER LOVE THAT. MADE LIFE A 
OH, DARLING... THRILLING, EXALTING EXPERIENCE / 


WHAT A BEAUTIFU 
IOUSE! HI, DARLING... YOU'RE MY FAVORITE 
js DINNER'S ALMOST } DISH! WHAT DID I EVER 
READY... YOUR DO TO DESERVE 
FAVORITE DISH! SOMEONE LIKE YOU? 
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[BUT ONE DAY, AFTER ONLY S/X MONTHS OF 
WEDDED BLISS, I CAME HOME AND MIRIAM 
WAS NOT AT HOME TO GREET ME / THERE 
WAS PANIC IN MY HEART... A TERRIBLE 
PREMONITION OF DISASTER... 


_/ MIRIAM... TM HOME / 


IP HEY FOUND HER BATTERED BODY AMONGST 
THE ROCKS AT THE FOOT OF THE CLIFF OVER- 
LOOKING THE OCEAN... 


IM SORRY, 
MR. CLAY... 


I KNOW.,.YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO TELL ME... 
SHE'S... DEAD! 


INSIDE THAT 
SOME TRAGEDY 
HAD 7 Semamail 


RANTICALLY 
ZL. SEARCHED 
THE HOUSE / 
THERE WAS 
NO NOTE OR 
ANYTHING / I 
CALLED ALL 
THE PLACES 
SHE MIGHT 
BE AT... 
FRIENDS, 
RELATIVES... 
FINALLY IZ 
CALLED THE 
POLICE, HOPING 
AGAINST HOPE 
THAT M/R/AM 
WOULD COME 
WALKING 
THROUGH THE 
DOOR BEFORE 
THEY ARRIVEC, 
AND YET 
FEELING DEEP 


WHERE CAN SHE 
BE Z WHERE Z 


LVO MAN WAS EVER SO GRIEF-STRICKEN AS 
Z.../7 WAS AS THOUGH A PART OF ME HAD DIED 
WITH HER... MIRIAM, MY MIRIAM WAS GONE... 
ALL THE HAPPINESS AND JOY AND WARMTH 
ANC LOVE WERE GONE... GONE FOREVER... 


MIRIAM ... MY DARLING... HOW 
CAN T LIVE WITHOUT yYOUZ 


WATCHED THEM BURY HER...ANCP WITH HER, 

Y HEART... THE TEARS FLOWED FREELY DOWN 
MY CHEEKS AS I WEPT UNCONTROLLABLY... 
UYUNASHAMEDP... 


ASHES TO ASHES... 
DUST TO DUST... 


ay 


Z 
ZT HAC THIS EPITAPH INSCRIBED ON HER 


GRAVESTONE -NO GREATER LOVE DID 
MAN EVER RECEIVE FROM WOMAN,/ 


NO,NO/ TI CAN'T... THE 


GOY FRIENPS TRIED TO EXTEND THEIR 
EMPTINESS... I'0 NEVER 


SYMPATHY, BUT MY SORROW WAS /N— 
CONSOLABLE / AT LAST THEY LEFT ME 
TO MYSELF... 


POOR EDGAR...WHAT 
A TERRIBLE TRAGEDY’ 


YES...HE’LL NEVER 
FIND ANOTHER 
GIRL LIKE HER/ 
SHE WAS ONE IN 
A MILLION ./ 


MYSELF TO 
ENTER/ TI 
THOUGHT 
OF ALL THE 
HAPPINESS 
THAT WE 
HAP ONCE 
SHARED. 
TOGETHER 
WITHIN /1TS 
WALLS...A 
HAPPINESS 
THAT ZI 
KNEW ZI 
WOULD 
NEVER 
AGA/N 
KNOW... 


SBUCCENLY Z HAD A POWERFUL Bur IN_THE DARK, I COULDMT if STUMBLEC... FELL... THERE 
LONGING TO SPEND THE NIGHT FING /7...Z COULON'T FINO WAS A SHARE, SEARING PAIN 
AT HER GRAVE ,,. TO MOURN MIRIAM'S GRAVE! FRANTICALLY ON THE SIDE OF MY HEAP... 
AND WEEP ANC POUR OUT MY FI SEARCH AMONG THE GRAVES 
ANGLISH)... TO BE WITH HER WINDING MY WAY THROUGH 
FOR JUST ONE MORE MIGHT... THE LABYRINTH OF STONES 


ANO MARKERS... 
AFTER DARK... THE 
PLACE WILL BE WHERE |S ITZ I KNOW 
DESERTED... NO ITS OVER THIS WAY... 
ONE WILL SEE... IT MUST BE / 


WHE LAST THING I REMEMBER SEEING was | (Mow LONG I REMAINED UNCONSC 
/ x 
THE EPITAPH ON THE STONE MY HEAD HAC CANNOT SAY,..BUT SUDDENLY L WAS. AWaK- 
STRUCK... amar ENED BY A STRANGE RUMBLING BENEATH THE 
: SPOT WHERE I LAY.../T WAS A WEIRD, 
STARTLING SENSATION... 


WHAT'S THAT? THE GRAV, 
SEEMS TO BE MOVING S 


CEg 
ex! GP 


SPRANG UP AND LEAPED BACKWARDS... ANDO 
NONE TOO SOOM... FOR, JUST THEN THE MOST 
FANTASTIC THING OCCURRED. A HORRIBLE, 
HALF DECOMPOSED CORPSE KOSE STRAIGHT 
UP FROM THE GRAVE AND SEEMEP TO BE 
READING THE INSCRIPTION ON ITS OWN 
HEADSTONE ... 


GOOP_ LORD... L 
MUST BE DREAMING! 


IT WAS UNBELIEVABLE... A CORPSE CORRECT - 
ING ITS OWN EPITAPH... I TRIED TO SHAKE 
OFF THE VISION BUT IT PERSISTED! SUDDENLY 
/T TURNED AND FACED ME...1TS COLD DEAD 
FYES FIXED IN AN UNELINKING, TERRIFYING 
GAZE ... ; 


UDDENLY IT BEGAN TO MOVE (TS HAND 
ACROSS THE FACE OF THE STONE AS THOUGH 
/7 WERE WRITING SOMETHING... 


Soe eee 


WHAT'S_ IT 


ws WITH THE POINT OF /TS FINGER, /T HAD 
WRITTEN IN LARGE /RRIDESCANT LETTERS A 
NEW EPITAPH, OBLITERATING THE ORIGINAL 
ONE, WHERE BEFORE IT HAD READ" HUS 
HONESTY, INTEGRITY, ANO KINONESS 
WiLL LIVE FOREVER, " NOW IT READ... 


JAN, 2, fhe 
Ocr 6, sae 
5 HENRY WILKINS 


Ly 
MERE 


JIN PANIC, IE TURNED TO_RUN WHEN THE 
HORROR OF ALL HORRORS GREETED MY EYES.., 


NO...NO... THIS IS SOME 
FANTASTIC NIGHTMARE / 


[Beom OUT OF EVERY GRAVE HAD RISEN ITS OCCUPANT... SOME HALF DECAYED... SOME PARTLY 

DISMEMBERED... OTHERS SHOWING THE BEGINNINGS OF DECOMPOSITION, /T WAS A 

MACABRE PANORAMA OF THE DEAD... AND EACH WAS /NSCR/BING ON HIS TOMBSTONE H/S 
. OWN EPITAPH... BARING HIS SOUL IN CONFESS/ON... 


SS (A: -»~_ »_ ee 
I 


We: 


GUODENLY I THOUGHT OF MIRIAM... MY DESPERATELY I RAN AMONGST THE GRAVES, 

BELOVED MIRIAM... SHE TOO MUST BE DODGING THE HORRIBLE SPECTRES OF THE 
ASCENDED FROM THE GRAVE...ONCE AGAIN I DEAD... SEARCHING, SEARCHING FOR THE 
WOULD FEAST MY EYES ON HER LOVEL/NESS...| | FACE I SO ADORED... 


GINO THEN L SAW HER... IN THE MIDST OF 
ALL THOSE R/SEN, SCRAWLING CORPSES 
I FOUND HER... 


THERE SHE 1S/ Lv YF 


MIRIAM... MIRIAM, 2 
MY DARLING / —~ 
Za 


LYIIRIAM, TOO, WAS REWRITING HER EPITAPH... 
HER /NDEX FINGER MAKING GRACEFUL C/RCLES 
OVER THE FACE OF HER GRAVESTONE... 


J RAN TO HER SIDE, CALLING HER NAME... 
BUT SHE NE/THER SAW NOR HEARD... 


MIRIAM ...IT'S I, 
EDGAR, WHO LOVES 
YOU AND WHOM... 


LUITH FEARFUL EYES, I READ WHAT SHE HAD 
PENNED IN BOLD, LUMINOUS SCRIPT. WHERE 
BEFORE HAD BEEN WRITTEN, "NO GREATER 
LOVE DID MAN EVER RECEIVE FROM 
WOMAN" I NOW READ... 


WHE NEXT MORNING, THEY FOUND ME SPRAWLED 
ACROSS HER GRAVE... UNCONSC/OUS. 


LOOK AT HIS FINGERS... ) YEAH... FUNNY 
ALL BLOODY AND WHAT SORROW 
COVERED WITH E 

OIRT! LOOKS LIKE 
HE WAS TRYING TO 
OIG UP HER GRAVE 
WITH HIS BARE © 
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.. PLEASE 
DON'T BOTHER 
ME ANYMORE / 
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BUT HELEN... 
YOU CAN'T 
MEAN IT/ 


I TOOK HELEN HOME THAT NIGHT.,,AND WE ARGUED 
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Z DIDN'T SLEEP THAT NIGHT.,.I COULDN'T I DON'T KNOW WHY I STOPPED IN FRONT OF THE 
BEAR THE THOUGHT OF LOSING HELEN... SHABBY STORE FRONT... SOMETHING SEEMED TO 
GUIDE MY FOOTSTEPS ...8U7 SUDDENLY I SAW /7... 


WHO'S KIODIN! 
= WHO 2 
y WISHING MigRoe 
TAKE A LooK \ 
: MAKE A WISH || 
\T WILL Come TRusHT 
NJ 


I OON'T KNOW WHAT I EXPECTED TO SEE /N- 
SIDE THE STORE... BUT IT WAS NOTHING .. 


WHAT KIND OF A 
GAG |S THIS... - 


HE CERTAINLY WASN'T A SALESMAN... NO HIGH PRES- LI DION'T STAY LONG... JUST ENOUGH TO 
SURE SELLING...BUT HE HAD HIS LINE DOWN PAZ... CONVINCE ME THAT THE MAN /N THE SHOP 


WASN'T ALL THERE ... 
L ASSUME IT'S THE MIRROR... HUH— OH NO, JUST 
THE ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND, 


<< 


IEVES 
BE - 

\ 

/ 


US HE REALLY BEL 
LOOKING, THAT'S ALL / IT WORKS... REALLY 
yOu KNOW, LIEVES IT/ en 
% oy 


Y 


BUT TZ HAD MORE IMPORTANT THING TO WORRY ABOUT NO/ BETTER NOT.’ SUPPOSE SHE 
THEN ... HELEN... WAS SHE SERIOUS.,,I HAD TO FIND Ol. TELLS ME WE'RE THROUGH.,.I-L 4 
COULON'T TAKE re BUT WHAT AM 


I‘LL CALL HER... 
IT'S THE ONLY WAY / 


Z D/ON'T PLAN 1T THAT WAY.,.8UT A SHORT TIME 
LATER I FOUND MYSELF /N FRONT OF THE M/RROR... 
SS GO AHEAD...USE IT... 
Ld WONDER IF IT WORKS an = L LIKE YOU... 
... WONDER IF IT WORKS/ 
s tae, 
LZ Pa z z. 


Z OION'T HAVE ANYTHING 70 LOSE, DID Z... WHAT 


WOULD YOU HAVE DONE ® AND SO Z STOOD THERE | HANTS A. PAE A 


MAKING MY WISH INTO THE GLASS OF THE M/RROR.., 


MAKE HER LOVE ME 
..s MAKE EVERYTHING 
BE ALL RIGHT ws 
BETWEEN US! 37 


ZI RETURNED 7O MY APARTMENT FEELING LIKE A 
FOOL...WHY DID I KEEP ON KIDDING MYSELF... 


WONDER WHO THAT CAN 
BE... PROBABLY ONE OF 
THE BOYS / 


++. PHIL, IM-T 
SO LONELY WITHOUT 


yOu / I LOVE YOU / 


WE CELEBRATED THAT NIGHT.., AND I ALMOST TOLD I WALKED HER HOME..,SURE OF MY LOVE AGAIN 


HER ABOUT THE MIRROR THEN... 


BETTER NOT... SHE'D ONLY 
LAUGH... Sa A BELIEVE 
ME 5 


/ 


WHAT A DEAL / THE CHANCE OF 
A LIFETIME / THEY'RE ALL SET TO 
BRING THOSE OIL WELLS IN ...IF 
YOU INVEST IT NOW, YOU CAN 
STILL GET IN ON IT JUST FIVE 
THOUSAND. IS ALL YOU NEED,’ 


LET'S DANCE, 
PHIL ... FORGET. 
ABOUT THOSE ARGU- 


MENTS J 


THE NEXT DAY A FRIEND APPEARED IN MY OFFICE... 
AN EAGER FRIEND... 
FIVE THOUSAND... 


THAT'S ALL I'VE 
GOT! 


«.8UT THINKING OF THE WISHING M/RROR ...7HE 
MIRROR THAT MIGHT HAVE BROUGHT THIS ALL 


BUT YOU'LL TRIPLE IT... 

THIS IS A CHANCE OF 

A LIFETIME ...DON'T | 
MUFF IT, PHIL / 


GOTTA THINK 
ABOUT IT... 

GIVE ME A 
FEW HOURS! 


Zi 


AN) 


AND I DID IT /I WITHOREW ALL MY SAVINGS 8E- 
FORE I HAD A CHANCE TO CHANGE MY MIND / 


/T WAS THE CHANCE I HAD ALWAYS DREAMED 
AB0U7...A REAL KILLING...8UT ALL MY SAVINGS... 


CAN START MY OWN BUSINESS... 
GET MARRIED... I'LL DO IT/ 


THAT ee OUT DON'T WORRY...I'LL 


I WONDER... GO AHEAD... LIKE L 
I WONDER... SAID, I LIKE YOU... 
y USE THE MIRROR / 


Z DON'T KNOW HOW IT HAPPENED.., BUT SUDDENLY |\I FELT THE MONEY INMY POCKET... ALL I HAD.., 
THERE /T WAS... 7HE MIRROR / A LIFE'S SAVINGS... Z 
Y BU ¢ 


Z FELT SILLY AS LLEFT THE SHOP,..BUT 
Z DIDN'T LOSE ANYTHING... WIGHT EVEN 
SAVE SOMETHING BY DOING IT... 

THANKS ... THANKS , 

A LOT! aft 


_—_— 


MAYBE /7 DIDN'T MEAN ANYTHING ...8U/7 /T HAD WORKED 
BEFORE ... MAYBE /T WOULD AGAIN ... 

y/ YW ASG@ TELL ME WHAT TO DO...SHOULD ¥ 

Yy VEX INVEST IN THIS OIL DEAL...ITIS A y 

y REAL CHANCE FOR ME, - 


I HEARD THE NEWS WAILE Z WAITED FOR CHARLEY... 
WAITED SO THAT Z COULD HAVE GIVEN HIM MY 


MONEY... 

THE FBL HAVE JUST 
CRACKED DOWN ON A GANG OF 
CONFIDENCE MEN USING A 
PHONY OIL DEAL TO FLEECE 
THE PUBLIC... HEAD OF THE 
GANG IS A MAN NAMED 

CHARLEY GREENE / 


WE MARRIED RIGHT AFTER THAT... AND 
THOUGH HELEN DIDN'T LIKE THE PLACE OF 


HONOR Z GAVE TO THE MIRROR , SHE DIDN'T 
SAY ANYTHING ... 
WELL, THEN . 


ITS MY-MY LUCKY CHARM...\\ BY ALL MEANS 
WITHOUT THIS MIRROR, HANG _IT 
THERE MIGHT NOT HAVE 
BEEN ANY WEDDING/ 


YEAH...HEIS A CONFIDENCE MAN FROM 
CHICAGO ...COULDN'T MISS ...A CHANCES 
OF A WISH COMING TRUE WERE EVEN... 
EITHER YES OR NO...HOW 
COULD HE LOSE 2 


THE MIRROR / 
IT WORKED / 
IT WORKED -/ 


Z HAD THE MONEY WITH ME...THAT WAS ALL 
Z NEEDED,..PLUS THE FACT THAT IT HAD 
WORKED TWICE FOR ME... HADN'T FAILED ME., 


JUST WRAP_IT...L ) OF COURSE I KNEW: 
HAVE A CAR TO TAKE / YOU'D BE BACK... 
AND YOU WON'T 
REGRET IT / THE ONLY 
ONE OF ITS KIND/ 
YOU'RE A LUCKY MAN! 


A FEW DAYS LATER ZI FOUND MYSELF NEAR THE 
SHOP... BUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED 2 


WHERE IS HE...WHERE'S ) WE/RE TAKING CARE 


THE MAN WHO RAN OF HIM... T/M LOOK- 
THIS SHOP 2 


ING _FOR_THE FELLA 
HE SWINDLEDY 


UNDERSTAND SOME SUCKER BOUGHT A 
MIRROR... oe srouee LIKE TO FIND 


HE COULD TELL THE POLICEMAN...8UT WHY 
SHOULD HE... WHY SHOULD HE...= rhetno 5 


° 


EVER WONDER ABOUT REINCARNATION ? OF COURSE YOU HAVE, 
EVERYBODY DOES! LEN WILLS NOT ONLY WONDERED, HE ALSO 
BELIEVED! ONE OF HIS BIGGEST THRILLS IN LIFE WAS GOING TO HIS 
SWAM( AND LISTENING TO HIS THEORIES ABOUT THE SUBJECT! FOR 
LEN WILLS HAD MANY PROBLEMS... ALL OF WHICH HE BELIEVED WOULD 
BE SOLVED... 


IT 1S GOOD THAT YOU 
ARE A BELIEVER IN 
AFTER- LIFE! FOR ONE 
DOES NOT REALLY DIE 
BUT IS ONCE AGAIN 
REINCARNATEO UPON 
THIS EARTH! THE FORM 
OF THIS NEW BIRTH |S 
DICTATED By THE 
CHARACTER TRAITS 
OF THE INDIVIDUAL ! 


ONE OF HIS BIGGEST PROBLEMS WAS HIS 7 ; 
WIFE, GLORIA, FOR JN HER PRESENCE HE WAS WELL, I'VE BEEN NOT AGAIN: SO THAT'S 
NO LONGER A MAN, TO... BEEN TO WHERE YOU'VE BEEN , 
SEE THE SWAMI/ ) WASTING YOUR ees 
, ' u HOW MANY TIMES HAVE L 
TN HOME pee ae LAND WHERE TOLD YOU TO STAY AWAY 
E HAVE YOU BEEN FROM THERE... ESPECIALLY 
ANY WAY / i WHEN YOU HAVE WORK TO 
: DO! DID YOU RUN THOSE 


ERRANDS FOR ME... 
OF COURSE NOT! 
Dig ¢ 


\\\Y 


SS 


SHE SURE 1S UT THE MONEY ANGLE DION'T 
BEAUTIFUL, ISN'T | z QUITE TURN OUT THE WAY YOU 
SHE ZBUT THAT'S FIGURED, DID ITZ YOU NEVER 
NOT WHY YOU DIP GET YOUR HANDS ON /T... 
HOW COULD YOL WHEN SHE 
DOLED ITOUT TO YOU / 


NO DEAR... 


I MEAN 
YES DEAR/ 


(Ve) 


MARRIED HER, 
18 ITZ 1T WAS 
FOR HER MONEY.. 
HER WEALTH / 


HERE'S YOUR WEEKLY 
ALLOWANCE, "DEAREST“., 
NOW DON'T SPEND IT 
ALL IN ONE PLACE / 


A NOTHING! 
SHE WAS 
IMPRESSED, 
THAT'S WHY’ 
YOU'RE 4 WRITER 
AND SHE LIKED 
THE IDEA... THAT 
1S, 1N THE 
BEGINNING SHE 
DID/ NOW SHE 
HAS NO USE 
FOR YOU..TREATS 
YOU LIKE DIRT/ 
AND YOU TAKE 
'T,..BECAUSE THE 
NEARNESS OF 
MONEY MAKES 
A MAN SWALLOW 
HIS PRIDE / 


ND SHE TOOK DELIGHT IN ORDERING YOU 
AROUND, DIDN'T SHE 2 
ALL_ RIGHT... 2 


COME OVER HERE ANDO SIT \ JUST WANTED 
DOWN ./I WANT TO TALK TO TO... 
YOU./AND BE QUICK ABOUT 

IT... I'VE WASTED ENOUGH 
TIME WITH YOU AS IT IS/ 


BUT NOW YOU CAN'T STAND ME, CAN YOUZ 
IF_IT WASN'T FOR MY MONEY YOU'D LEAVE 
ME _ FLAT.’ WELL, IF THE MONEY IS SO 
IMPORTANT WHY DON'T YOU KILL 
ME FOR ITZ YOU'RE AFRAID TO... 
THAT'S WHY.’ YOU'RE AFRAID TO DO 
ANYTHING,’ YOU'RE JUST LIKE 

A MOUSE / 


ONC OH, HOW SHE MADE YOU CRAWL 
FOR IT... BUT WHAT COULD YOU DO 
ABOUT IT... NOTHING.’ 


WHAT'S THE MATTER, 
BABY... ISN'T THAT ENOUGH 
MONEY FOR YOUZMAYBE | BE NICE// 
IF YOU'RE A GOOD BOY 
NEXT WEEK I'LL INCREASE 
YOUR ALLOWANCE / 
WOULDN'T THAT 

BE NICE / 


YES DEAR... 
THAT 


WHAT'S THE MATTER, LEN... \ NO DEAR...ER, 
DON'T YOU LIKE ME ANY I MEAN YES 
MORE 7 YOU USED TO... 
BEFORE WE WERE MARRIED/ 
THEN YOU COULDN'T GET 
ENOUGH OF ME, COULD 

YOU Z 


SURE, THAT'S IT...KILL HER / 
I'LL BE FREE AND HAVE HER 
MONEY / WHY DIDN'T I. THINK 
OF THAT BEFORE / 
ImL DONT! 


wAND BECAUSE 
YOU'VE HELPED 
ME SO OFTEN 
IN THE PAST 
I JUST HAD 


THIS.’ BUT 
WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 


STORY THAT 
REQUIRES 
GUTS... 
SOMETHING 


YOU CONSULT 
YOUR SWAM/, 
HE CAN 
CONVINCE 
YOU OF 
ANYTHING / 
EVEN 
MURDER / 


WELL GOOD-BYE, 
YOU GET THE DOG, 


ASSUME THAT SHAPE 
WHOSE CHARACTERISTICS 


IDEA... THOSE 
WHO STAND IN 
THE WAY OF US 
TO TELL YOU]TRUE BELIEVERS 
MUST BE ELIMINATED’ 
AND I HAVE THE WAY: 
A MYSTERIOUS 


THIS. IS THE 
SWAM|.,.WHEN DID \ REINCARNATION 
OF MY FAITHFUL 
SERVANT AHMID... 


I THINK ITS A 
VERY GOOD 


PARENTLY DIE FROM 
HEART FAILURE / 


OF COURSE SHE WILL BE 
REINCARNATED,.,.BUT YOU 
NEED NOT FEAR, HER NEW 


OF SOME ANIMAL... 
ANIMAL WHOSE TRAITS 
SHE HAS EVEN NOW/ 


WHAT KEPT YOU? DION'T I TELL YOU 
THAT YOU MUST SERVE ME MY MILK 
EXACTLY THE SAME TIME EVERY 
NIGHT/ IF YOU DON'T BEHAVE T’LL 


CUT YOUR 
ALLOWANCE 


THEM INTO 
OPERATION! 


HE ALREADY 
POSSESSED! 


SOMEWHERE IN THE CITY _A 
CLOCK STRUCK MIDNIGHT AND 
SMALL VAMPIRE-LIKE FIGURES 
FLITTED AGAINST THE DARK- 
NESS OF THE NIGHT... 


3 KZ 
 Feeee, 2 
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THAT! ANG? 
JUST THINK 
OF _ THE 
MONEY THAT 
WiLL BELONG 
TO YOU... 
MILLIONS! SO 
WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR Z 
TONIGHT'S THE 


«AND _IN THE GRAVEYARD 
MYSTERIOUS SHADOWS DARTED 
AMID THE BROKEN TOMB - 
STONES...AS /E WAITING FOR 
SOMETHING... OR SOMEONE ... 


«-» SUDDENLY A DOG BAYED 
AT THE MOON...AN OMEN OF 
DEATH... FOR THERE WAS A 
MURDER BEING COMMITTED! 


Ne so Ir 
WAS DONE / 


THE RESULTS ENOUGH FOR PEOPLE 7O BELIEVE IN 
WERE JUST YOUR DESPAIR ANYWAY... 
As YOUR 
SWAM/ SA/C,.. 
THE 
UNTRACEABLE 


POISON ANP 
THE VERDICT 
OF HEART 
FAIL URE,/ NOW 
(7 WAS ALL 
OVER... THE 
MONEY WAS 


ALLOWANCE, 
NO MORE 
BEING ORDERED 
AROUND. LIFE 
WAS ONCE 
MORE WORTH 
LIVING / 


A CAT! WHERE'D 
YOU COME FROM Z 
FUNNY, I DION'T SEE YOU 
BEFORE / YOU JUST SEEM TO 
HAVE DEVELOPED FROM 
MID-AIR / 


wes 

’ ( We 
ae = = 
TET ED Oe 


OF_COURSE... SLINKY... 
SVELTE ... HER LOVE FOR 
MILK... HER CLAW-LIKE 
NAILS... WHY SHOULDN'T 
GLORIA TURN INTO 

A CAT/ 


THEN CAME THE FUNERAL / YOU WERE 
PROPERLY OVERCOME WITH GRIEF... 


FINALLY THE OTHERS LEF7/ANC YOU, 

WERE ALONE / THE PEOPLE THOUGHT 
/T WAS BECAUSE YOU WANTED TO BE 
ALONE WITH GLORIA... AND YOU DID... 


TO GLOAT! 
WELL I OUTSMARTED 


YOU, DION'T I Z FINALLY PUT ONE 
OVER ON YOU. HOW DOES IT FEEL 
TO KNOW THAT YOUR WEAK KNEED 
HUSBAND. FINALLY GOT THE 

BEST OF YOU / 


I JUST WONDER...WHAT WAS 
THAT THE SWAMI WAS TELLING 
ME ABOUT REINCARNATIONZ 
THE REINCARNATE TAKES THE 


SURE... WHY NOT, — 
ITS POSSIBLE / 


WHY YOU LITTLE DEVIL, 
TRY AND SCRATCH ME, 
WILL YOU./NOW I’M 
SURE IT‘S GLORIA... 
THAT'S JUST HER WAY 
OF SHOWING HER 
HATE FOR ME/ 


QNC so C/MON GLORIA... YOU'RE GONNA . |i WELL,WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THAT! 


LEN TOOK WATCH ME ENJOY THIS POOL / 


THE CAT YOU NEVER LET ME USE IT 
HOME BEFORE ...BUT YOU'RE NOT 
WITH HIM... STOPPING ME NOW .,/ 
BACK 
TO THE 
MANSION 
WHERE HE 
COULD 
MAKE UP 
FOR ALL 
THOSE 
YEARS OF 
SUFFERING 
AT GLORIA'S 
HAND,’ NOW 
THE SHOE 
WAS _ON THE 
OTHER FOOT... 


WELL YOU'RE GOING TO 
USE IT NOW... WHETHER 
YOU WANT TO OR NOT 


4 WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH YOU... 
WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF 2Z OOH, 
NOW I_KNOW WHY YOU NEVER 
USED THE POOL...CATS ARE 
AFRAID OF WATER, 

AREN'T THEY,’ 


uy : 


GET OUTA THE WAY, WILL YA... WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING TO DO, STOP ME FROM 
GOING OUT... JUST LIKE YOU USED TO/ 


BA 
WHATS THE MATTER, GLORIA ... UT APPARENTLY 5” 
TOO HOT FOR YOUZ OH I FOR- GLORIA HAD TAKEN S% 
GOT ABOUT THE PEPPER... ENOUGH ABUSE... &@&I 
NEVER DID LIKE IT,DID YOUZ EVEN A cAaT HAS A @agAi 


DZ 


LIMIT TO /TS 
ENDURANCE ... 


Ane THE LIMIT HAD BEEN REACHECD.../T WAS A SNARLING, ANGRY BALL OF FUR THAT 
LEAPED AT ITS ANTOGONIZER... ANDO RAKED 1TS SHARP TALON-LIKE CLAWS DEEP INTO 
HIS NECK TEAR/ING OUT CHUNKS OF FLESH AND BLOOD/ : 


NCP IN SPITE OF THE PRECAUTIONS YOL/ QNP THE CRISIS CAME... AND PASSED... ANP 


TOOK POISONING SET /N.,. EVEN IN DEATH, 
GLORIA STILL AFFECTED YOUR LIFE / 


I DON'T LIKE THIS, THE FEVER’S SOMEONE SEEMED TO HAVE 
GOING UP INSTEAD OF DOWN/ { POWER OVER HIS ENTIRE 
WE SHOULD REACH THE CRISIS ss WILL POWER... HE JUST 


SOME TIME TONIGHT ./ 


ANE NOW YOU HAVE BEEN 
REINCARNATED/ WHAT 
WAS /T THAT THE SWAMI SAIZ... 


YOU WERE DEAD!’ 
I DON'T UNDER- 
STAND IT... SOMETHING, 


COULDN'T FIGHT IT OFF./ 


... OH YES, THAT THE RE/IN- «1 WHICH MEANS 
CARNATE SHALL ASSUME YOU... WITH_YOUR 
THE SHAPE DICTATED BY. TRAITS... ARE A 

THE CHARACTER TRAITS OF 

THE INDIVIDUAL... 


Gl 


AVE YOU EVER HAD AN URGE TO DO SOMETHING BIG OR DARING OR SHOCKING... SOMETHING THAT 
WOULD MAKE PEOPLE TAKE NOTICE OF YOU? THEN YOU CAN PROBABLY UNDERSTAND THE 
EMOTIONS THAT WERE INVOLVED WHEN ROBBY ANNOUNCED 


HE'LL NEVER 
AMOUNT TO 
ANYTHING,’ 


HE'S SUCH 
AN AWKWARD 
Boy! 


ROBBY HAD ALWAYS BEEN A SLOW, AWKWARD CHILD... 
NONDESCRIPT IN APPEARANCE..COMPLETELY LACKING IN 


PERSONALITY... HE WAS SO QUIET THAT HIS FOLKS OFTEN 
FORGOT THAT HE WAS AROUND... 


OQVHER CH/LDREN HARDLY EVER INCLUDED 
HIM IN THEIR. GAMES BECAUSE HE WA 
NEVER MUCH GOOD AT ANYTHING... 
COME ON, KENNY, ALBERT, SUSAN... 
WE'RE GOING DOWN TO THE LAKE’. 
OH, AND YOU TOO, am 


AND SO ROBBY GREW INTO ADOLESCENCE... LEFT 
OUT... UNWANTED... /GNOREP... 


COME ON, MARY, I'LL 
Buy yOU A 


MARY WAS THE PRETTIEST GIRL IN SCHOOL... ALSO 
THE WILDEST, BOYS TRIPPED OVER EACH OTHER TO 
GET NEAR HER, BU7 ROBBY JUST LOOKED ON 


FROM A DISTANCE... 7OO SHY TO APPROACH HER... 
WATCHING HER... DES/RING HER... HATING HER! 


HEY STROLLED ALONG IN SILENCE, ANP AS 
THEY WALKED, A F2. 
CAN I HOLD YOUR 


: AN BEGAN TO FORM IN 
ROBBY'S MIND... vex om TE 
H 
UMBRELLA FOR é LET’S TAKE A 
YOU, MARY? SHORT CUT... THROUGH 

MAXWELL'S FARM / 


HAD 17 BEEN ANY ONE OF THE OTHER BOYS, MARY AND SO, WHEN HE SUGGESTED THAT THEY STOP 
WOULD HAVE SUSPECTED H/S MOTIVES. BUT ROBBY... FOR A MOMENT /N MAXWELL’'S BARN, SHE DIDN'T 
WELL, ROBBY WAS SO HARMLESS. 


EVEN HES/TATE,, ROBBY WATCHED HER AS SHE 
STRETCHED OUT IN THE HAY. 


YOU'RE JUST CRAZY, BB | EVERYBODY KNOWS WHAT KIND OF GIRL YOU ARE... 
IF YOU ASK ME.’ =| | DON'T TRY TO BE COY WITH ME... YOU AREN'T SO 
NOW LET ME GO/ EMISH 


= Zoe a\34 
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AND. THEN LIMP ANP TREMBLING HE STARED DAZEDPLY 


AT WHAT HAD ONCE BEEN MARY CONWAY... 


HIE ARRIVED HOME /N A GLOW OF TRIUMPH... BUT 
HIS MOTHER’S FIRST WORDS TO HIM PUT A 
DAMPER ON HIS ELATION... 


ROBBy, HELP SUSAN SET THE 
TABLE. WE'RE HAVING DINNER 
SOON... AND PLEASE TRY NOT 
TO BREAK ANYTHING / 


AS HE LEFT THE SCENE OF HIS CR/ME, ROBBY 
FELT NO REMORSE OR REVULS/ON AT WHAT HE 
HAD DONE... ONLY A SENSE OF ACCOMPL/SH- 
MENT... OF SATISFACTION! HE, ROBBY, HAD 
DONE SOMETHING THAT NO OTHER BOY IN 
TOWN WOULD HAVE DARED TO DO/ 


z Aiea 


L SAW YOU CARRYING MARY CONWAY'S 
BOOKS THIS AFTERNOON, ROBBY... 

I DIDN'T KNOW YOU HAD IT IN 

epee Raease A VERY PRETTY 


YOU MIGHT SAY THAT... 


WHY, DID SOMETHING 
I KILLED HER/ 


HAPPEN TO HERZ 


KO88y’S SISTER SCOFFED A 
AT DINNER THAT EVENING. = 
, DID 


OH, DA 
SUSAN TELL YOU? L KILLED 


MARY CONWAY THIS 


SIT DOWN, ROBBY, 


BUT Z DID! IT REALLY DID! 
AND STOP ACTING 


WHY CAN'T YOU BELIEVE ME?! 
SHE'S IN MAXWELL'S BARN, 


LYING IN A POOL OF VERY 
81000/ KILLING MARY... HAH! yOU 
WOULDN'T HAVE NERVE ENOUGH 
TO STEP ON & ROACH, LET 
ALONE KILL ANYONE! 


HA HA...VERY FUNNY/ YOU KILLED HER... AND 
L SUPPOSE YOU CHOPPED HER INTO 

TINY PIECES AND 
ATE HER UP... 


I DIDN’T EAT HER, BUT 
YOU'RE RIGHT ABOUT 
Mi THE TINY PIECES / 


I CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT'S WRONG WITH 
THAT BOY, DO_YOU SUPPOSE _WE OUGHT 
TO TAKE HIM TO A PSYCHIATRIST = J 


HEAVENS, SAM... THE BOY | 
AS NORMAL AS YOU OR I ! 
PSYCHIATRIST INDEED/ 


Ze 


AND ROBBY REALIZED SUDDENLY THAT 
/T HAD ALL BEEN IN VAIN, THEY REFUSED 
TO RECOGNIZE THE THING THAT HE 
HAD DONE... EVEN THE SHOCK OF 
MURDER COULD NOT MAKE THEM SEE... 


IT'S NO USE. THEY DON'T 
BELIEVE... THEY JUST 
DON'T BELIEVE ME... 


} % 
Naar 


There THEY FounD Him... SH 
— 


JUMPING JEHOSOPHAT! 
LOOK HERE! N \ 


MENTIONING MAXWELL’S BARN... 


7PHE POLICE CALLED IT A CLEAR CASE OF 


MURDER AND SUICIDE. BUT THEY 
ATTRIBUTED THE MURDER TO SOME 
WANDERING MANIAC, AND THE SUICIDE 
«. WELL, EVERYONE AGREED THAT ROBBY 
MUST HAVE BEEN SECRETLY IN LOVE 
WITH MARY, AND WHEN HE DISCOVERED 
HER BODY... WELL, /7 MUST HAVE BEEN 
TOO MUCH FOR HIS SENSITIVE NERVES... 


WHEN ROBBY DIDN'T RETURN HOME THAT NIGHT, HIS FAMILY 
BECAME WORRIED, THE NEXT MORNING THEY WENT 
LOOKING FOR HIM, SOMEONE REMEMBERED H/S 


DESPERATELY TO 
BE RECOGNIZED 
FOR SOME DEED 
OF DARING WAS 
CHEATED EVEN 
UNTO THE GRAVE.., 
FOR EVERYONE 
KNOWS THAT 
ROBBY COULDN'T 
HURT A FLY / 


THIS IS A FISH STORY AND LIKE MOST 
TALES OF THIS SORT, IT'S ABOUT A GREAT 
FISHERMAN'S SKILL WITH A ROD AND REEL-- 
AND AS USUAL, IT'S ALSO ABOU7... 
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TE ANY MAN COULD BE CALLED A FISHING 
FANATIC, THAT MAN WAS OTTO HARBOR. HIS 
| COLLECTION OF MOUNTED, STUFFED FISH WAS 
SURPASSED ONLY BY MUSEUMS. OTTO WAS 
TRULY A MASTER OF THE ROD AND REEL... 


ANO THIS ONE I CAUGHT WHEW / WHAT A 
OFF THE COAST OF FLORIDA ) MONSTER / MUST 
+». GOT THIS TROPHY FOR IT,/ HAVE GIVEN YOU 

QUITE A BATTLE! 


YOU'VE DEVOTED /} RALPH, EVERY MAN FEELS THE 
YOUR WHOLE DESIRE TO EXCEL IN SOMETHING 
LIFE TO FISHING, } ...TO BE ABLE TO DO SOME- 
OTTO -- WHY 2 THING BETTER THAN ANYONE 

¥ ELSE. SOME MEN CHOOSE TO 

MASTER THE ARTS...OTHERS 
S\ CHOOSE SCIENCE...I HAVE FOUND 
FAME AS A FISHERMAN.../ 


BUT ENOUGH TALK... IT'S GROWING LATE, AND WE 
HAVE TO GET UP VERY EARLY. TOMORROW, MY 
FRIEND, L WILL SHOW YOU THE FINEST STREAM 
FOR FISHING IN THE ENTIRE WORLD/ 


x 


are. 


THE NEXT MORNING AT THE CRACK OF DAWN, HERE WE ARE, RALPH/ 
OTTO AND I HAD LOADED THE CAR WITH ALL THE PURAQUA SPRING! A 
NECESSARY EQUIPMENT AND WERE ON OUR WAY... FISHERMAN’S PARADISE / 


THIS IS CERTAINLY AH, BUT WAIT TILL YOU 
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY! ) SEE THAT STREAM THE 
WATER _IS SO CLEAR THAT 
IF YOU DROP A MIRROR TO 
THE BOTTOM, YOU CAN STILL 
~ SEE YOUR FACE IN IT! 


MARVELLED AT THE ENTHUSIASM ‘G ; SAS 
DISPLAYED _AS HE DONNED HIS Re we 

GEAR AND LED ME OUT INTO THE = 

THIGH- DEEP WATER, H/S FACE eS 

EXPRESSED SHEER ECSTASY AS HE 

CAST HIS LINE INTO THE QUICK- 

MOVING STREAM ... 


ALL RIGHT, 


YOU SCALY CREATURES 
+... YOUR TIME HAS 
COME...OTTO 
HARBOR |S HERE / 
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BOTTOM SHONE BRIGHT AND CLEAN. A LARGE 
PICKERAL SWAM BY RIGHT BENEATH ME AND MOVED 
IN OTTO'S DIRECTION ... 


ork 


rT CALLED SEVERAL T/MES, BUT OTTO SEEMED L/KE 


A MAN IN A HYPNOTIC TRANCE...STARING DAZEDLY NEATH THE SURFACE, ../TS LARGE, GLASSY EYES 
/NTO_ THE WATER, I MOVED TOWARD HIM TO FIND OUT FIXED ON OTTO! /T WAS POSITIVELY EERIE / 


WHAT HAD SO ENRAPT HI/S ATTENTION... 
WHAT IS IT, 


OTTO 2 YOU 
LOOK SO 
STRANGE / 


WHAT 2/ OH... RALPH...THAT 
A FISH...DID YOU SEE ITZ 
Zs, THE WAY IT LOOKED AT MEZ!/ 


I LOOKED DOWN _AND THE WATER WAS JUST AS OTTO J TURNED TO MENTION /T TO OTTO, BUT HE WAS 
HAD SAID... CRYSTAL CLEAR. EVERY PEBBLE ON THE ENGROSSED BY SOMETHING /N THE WATER . 


Z| 7 WHAT DID YOU FIND, OTTO 
... SUNKEN TREASURE = 


UT WAS A FISH... FLOATING MOTIONLESS JUST BE- 


IT'S STILL THERE / QUICK-- 
MY NET / I'LL GET HIM! 
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Efe LIFTED HIS NET AND WAS ABOUT TO SWING 
/T THROUGH THE WATER... 


Hu UTHERE WAS UNMISTAKABLE FEAR ON OTTO'S FACE. 
run Pe ©, FE f HE WAS AWESTRUCK...7HE NET OROPPED FROM HIS 
THEM! TH, 


AT FINGERS, JUST THEN SOME INTU/TION MADE ME LOOK 
SAME LOOK!! /@s.e% aie hdioa YZ 5 


HunoREDS OF FISH U6 Ae SEEMED TOWBAR [AND THEN THERE WERE THOUSANDS OF THEM... MILLIONS 
THAT SAME,WIDE, ACCUSING STARE... 


-., COMING FROM EVERY DIRECTION...CLOSING IN... 


OTTO...LETIS GET iene 
OUT OF HERE! Is ' 
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z N\ | AW 
oe) 


~ 


BUT MY CRIES FELL ON DEAF EARS . 


-. IZ COULD WAIT NO 
LONGER / PANIC-STRICKEN, IT FOUGHT MY WAY TOWARD 


SHORE...PULLING MY LEGS WITH O/FFICULTY THROUGH 
THE SLIMY WALL OF MILLING, THRASHING FISH /... 


WITH A_LAST DESPERATE LUNGE I MANAGED TO 


THE WATER GREW THICKER AND THICKER AS MORE 

AND MORE FISH CLOSED IN. THEY PRESSED AGAINST REACH SAFETY...I TURNED 7O SEE WHAT I COULD DO 

MY BODY... PUSHING ME THIS WAY AND THAT... FOR OTTO, BUT IT WAS TOO LATE! I WATCHED IN TERROR 

PINNING ME DOWN BY THE/R SHEER MASS AND WE/GHT! \AS THE SLIMY CREATURES PULLED HIM DOWN, DOWN IN- 
7O THEIR WILD, THRASHING MIDST... ZZ = 


GOT...TO GET 
--.TO SHORE... 


Hs CRIES ENDED IN A HORRIBLE GURGLE AS I 
GAZED HELPLESSLY AT THE SPOT WHERE HE HAD 


DISAPPEARED... = 
Y a 
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+. AND THEN I LAUGHED...GREAT, GASPING, HYSTERI- 


CLUNG STRANDS OF FLESH THAT HAD ONCE BEEN CAL PEALS OF LAUGHTER THAT RANG THROUGH THE 
OTTO HARBOR, MASTER FISHERMAN! I STAREO AT THE |FOREST AND ECHOED BACK IN MY EARS,/T WAS FUNNY 


GRUESOME SIGHT IN UTTER FASCINATION. . . +..5O TERRIBLY FUNNY...FOR THIS WAS A TALE TOLD 
Z BY A FISH, AND I WAs THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY! 


HA pa HAHA 
HAHA HA HAS 


.-. LEAVING NOTHING BUT A WHITE SKELETON TO WHICH 


il &) 
Z| | te (Kes j 
{] = 
4 Y._> “4 
4 \ A 
Bs 5 We 
= , MD FEN 
i 2 Gee E ea & 


uh 
TU "BSS 
| 


tH 
‘a 
hu ba z 
WN OR 


MAU 

IN Man teanr icqaa ura 
\ 

The TALE I AM ABOUT . \ \ 


TO UNFOLD /S A NIGHT- — \s \N 
ARE... SO DO 


ALL OF THIS WAS A 

EIGMENT OF THE IMAGINA- ° 

TION... A MERE FANTASY... ~ gs le 
— A "DREAM ” Re 


‘t:) 
4 
sully 


GHTMARE CAME _UPON_ME 
WALKING 


: . LET ME GO/ WHAT 
AN SN DO YOU. WANT OF 
\\\ ME... I HAVE NO 


ONE_OF THEM_DESCENDED INTO THE BLACK 
HOLE, AND THEN I WAS THROWN KOUGHLY 


THE/R COLD, THEY STOPPED ATA MAN- 
HOLE ANO ONE OF MY 
MYSTERIOUS ASSA/LAINTS AFTER HIM... 
un 
iN TZ» 


\ 
\\ 
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THEY MARCHED_ME ALONG_A_SERIES_ OF TWISTING, WINDING TUNNELS THROUGH WHICH 
IGE. THE STENCH WAS UNBEAR- 


TH FROM THE C/ITYS SEWA 


RAN _ RIVERS OF SLIME AND F/L 
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AT TIMES THE PATH WAS SO PRECARIOUS AT LAST THE CAVERN_TURNED SHARPLY AND 
IAT I WAS CERTAIN I COULD PROCEED WE WERE STANDING BEFORE A HUGE STEEL 
CAPTORS WERE DOOR UPON _WHICH ONE OF THE HOODED 
FIGURES A SIGNAL... 


THe 
IO. FURTHER ...BUT MY 
W KEEPING ME AL/VE FOR 


M 
INTENT UPO, 
WHATEVER HORRIGLE PURPOSE THEY HAD 
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E WERE NO SHOUTS OR CURSES...ONLYA 
DEATH- LIKE S/LENCE... 


PHONY OF SOUND... 
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THE CHANTING_CEASED ABRUPTLY AND I WAS MY CLOTHES WERE REMOVED, LEAVING 
ORAGGED_ FROM THE ALTAR JOA TALL PILLAR, ME_STARK_NAKED EXCEPT FOR A SACK- 
ENGRAVED WITH STRANGE CARVINGS. AT THE CLOTH WHICH THEY TIED ABOUT MY WAIST.., 


TOP OF THE PILLAR WAS PERCHED A STATUE 
OF as MOST HORRIGLE BEAST T HAD EVER 
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MY QUESTION WAS SOON ANSWERED... 
THEY. BOUND ME TO THE PILLAR AND THE 
CEREMONY BEGAN. THE LASH DE- 
SCENDED AGA/N AND AGAIN, ANO EACH 
TIME I CRIED OUT IN PAIN, THE CROWD 
SENT UP AN ANSWER/NG MOAN /N 
IMITATION. THERE WAS NO MOCKERY 
OR DER/S/ION IN IT...1T WAS AS 
THOUGH MY SCREAMS WERE A PART 
OF THEIR CHANT. /T WAS GHASTLY / 
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DO WITH MEZ WHY 
YOU TAKEN MY CLOTHES 2 
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Hd WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO 
HAVE 


CN 


ZI CAN'T RECALL HOW LONG THE WHIPPING 
LASTED... ZT WAS ON THE VERGE OF FAINTING 
WHEN _/T STOPPED, BUT MY RELIEF TURNED TO 
HORROR AS THEY _ TURNED ME ABOUT AND TIED 
ME AGAIN TO THE PILLAR... 


in i | 


| 
| 


. | iy 4 : I ih 3 
i 


\ 
RA 


4 


ll 4 F.. 


THERE WAS AN UNHOLY SILENCE AS THE BRAND 
WAS BROUGHT CLOSER AND CLOSER TO MY 
FOREHEAD. THE POUNDING OF MY OWN HEART 
SEEMED 7TO BE THE ONLY SOUND _/N_THE ROOM. 
WHEN THE WHITE HOT STEEL TOUCHED MY 
FLESH, I SCREAMED ONCE...AND THEN LOST 
CONSCIOUSNESS ... 


Vikki Id 


BUT MY TORMENTORS D/D NOT LEAVE ME /N BUT THEN...LOOKING UPWARD FROM MY 
... THEY REVIVED ME PROSTRATE POSITION, MY EYES BEHELD 
THE MOST HORR/BLE OF Bie ean te 


mM O THE 
ALTAR. WHAT FIENDISH TORTURES THEY HAD 
YET IN M/NO, ZT COULD NOT THEN /MAGI/NE... 
BAT-LIKE_ WINGS, AND 
-CURDLING_ SHRIEK, FLEW 
FROM ITS PERCH ANC SEGAN 7O DESCEND 
UPON ME. 1, 
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I WINCED IN PAIN AS THOSE SHARP AS ZI SANK INTO UNCONSCIOUSNESS ONCE 


CLAWS SANK INTO MY ARM...Z SCREAMED MORE, I WAS SURE THAT MY EYES WOULD 
/N. MORTAL AGONY As THE AWEUL NEVER AGAIN SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY../ 


CREATURE BEGAN TEAR/ING PIECES OF #@# Zi Wa | I 
e 7 x 


FLESH FROM MY BODY...MY FACE... MY 
ARMS a 
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BUT. IZ DID AWAKEN... /MAG/NE MY ASTON/SH- 45 SO _ YOU _SEE...THERE IS NO 
MENT AT FINDING MYSELF LYING ON THE beens NEED TO BE ALARMED. NONE 
GROUNO, FULLY CLOTHED, IN FRONT OF THE Ei fy, OF_IT REALLY HAPPENED... 
ALLEY WHERE MY CAPTORS HAD F/RST IT WAS ALL_A TERRIBLE 
SE/ZED ME. SUDDENLY ZI BEGAN TO LAUGH ) OREAM ! 

AND THE ECHO OF MY VOICE REVERBERATEDY 

LOUDLY THROUGH THE EMPTY STREETS... 


I/M_ ALIVE...MY CLOTHES.,.I MUST 
HAVE FAINTED AND DREAMED THE 
WHOLE THING... AHAHAHAHAHAHA 


THROUGH THE CENTURIES WOMAN HAVE ADORED JEWELS...IT HAS 
BEEN THEIR IDOL... THEIR GOD/ ESPECIALLY ONE STONE...IT HAS 
HYPNOTIZED THEM WITH ITS BEAUTY... IT'S DAZZLING COLOR HAS 
ENTRANCED THEM... 
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TALE OFA 

MAN WHO NO DESIRE FOR WEALTH ,..ALL SHE 

FELL UNDER WANTED WAS HENRY, ITH HIM SHE 

THE SPELL OF ) WAS HAPPY, AND THAT'S ALL THAT 

THE BLOODB- ) MATTERED / 

STOWE..HENRY | OK \BUT DARLING... 
I DON'T CARE 

WAS A POOR 

JEWELER... STORE ... AND FOR 

STRUGGLING,,. ) WHAT’ FOR NICKELS 

BUT WITH A AND _DIMES/ OH,TO BE 

THIRST FOR WEALTHY... TO KNOW 

WHAT IT IS TO BE 

THING HE DREAMED 

ABOUT, BUT NEVER 

HAD. 
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HIS WIFE... 

UNDERSTAND 

THAT/ IT WAS 

JUST THAT HAVE TO WORRY 

SHE DIDN'T ABOUT ANYTHING... 

UNDERSTAND’ ) TO DO WHAT YOU 
WANT... HAVE WHAT 

YOU WANT/ 
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WHY COULDN'T SHE LINDERSTAND... WHY DIDN'T 


SHE UNDERSTAND / 
I’? DO ANYTHING FOR 
WEALTH... ANYTHING... 


NO, THIS BELONGS TO ME/ WHAT 
I WANT YOU TO DO IS TOSELL 
IT FOR ME...AND YOU KEEP THE 
MONEY/ I'LL SEND YOU THE 
CUSTOMERS...FOR THEY 

SHALL RETURN IT TOMES 


STOLEN PROPERTY, 

EH/NO, I WOULDN'T 
DO ANYTHING 
ILLEGAL / 


THE STRANGER VANISHED LEAVING 
THE RUBY WITH HENRY...IT WAS 
A STRANGE GLOWING SORT OF 
A GEM,,, HENRY WAS RIGHT, HE 
HAD NEVER SEEN ANYTHING 
LIKE IT BEFORE / 
WH%.. IT’S 
WARM...PLULSATING... ITS 
AS IF IT WERE ALIVE 7 


UNTIL ONE DAY/ 


I WAS TOLD YOU 


RING FOR SALE/ 
MUST SEE IT/ 


IT WAS STRANGE, HENRY DIDN'T HEAR THE CREATURE 


THE DAYS PASSED AND HENRY FOR- 
GOT ABOUT THE STONE,..FORGOT 


HAVE A CERTAIN RUBY] ONE MOMENT 


ENTER...BUT SUDDENLY... 
NEVER MIND THAT NOW.. 


WHAT TH- WHERE DID] DID I HEAR YOU SAY YOU'D DO 
YOU COME FROM Z/ ANYTHING FOR WEALTH...WELL, MY 
FRIEND, IT CAN GIVE YOU THAT 
WEALTH ...BUT YOU MUST DO SOME- 
THING FOR ME/SELL A LITTLE 
GEM THAT I HAVE / 


HENRY DIDN'T UNDERSTAND THE DEAL, /T DIDN'T MAKE 
SENSE / BUT WHAT DID HE HAVE TO LOSE... NOTH/ING/ 


WHY, I’D BE CRAZY NOT TO| RUBY...HMM,A BETTER 
NAME WOULD BE A 
THAT/ IS THAT THE STONE / BLOODSTONE / NOW 
YOU WANT SOLD... WHY, 
ITS A RUBY/ BEAUTIFUL 
TOO/ NEVER SAW 
ANYTHING LIKE |T/ 


REMEMBER... YOU 

KEEP THE MONE”... 

I’LL SEND YOU THE 
CUSTOMERS / 


HENRY BROUGHT OUT THE RUBY... 
THE BLOODSTONE ... WHAT DID HE 
HAVE TO LOSE / 

HUH/OH YES, 


YES, THIS IS THE \ THAT SHOULD 
ONE/T’LL TAKE | BE AMPLE/IM 
IT/ THIS SHOULD/ SURE YOU'LL 
BE ENOUGH BE VERY PLEASED 
TO COVER IT// WITH THE GEM / 


RUBY RINGZ 
OH YES.. JUST 


Zi PLEASE / 


THE HOURS PASSED AND THE RING GLOWED BRIGHTER.. 
EVER BRIGHTER,,.ANP THEN FROM OUT OF THE DARKNESS / 


THE GIRL TOOK THE RING AND LEFT...SHE WORE IT 
THAT NIGHT...FOR A RING LIKE THAT WAS MEANT TO 
BE WORN/AND WHEN SHE WENT TO SLEEP, THE RUBY 
WAS STILL ON HER FINGER... STILL WARM,. PULSATING/ 


SLEEP MY BEAUTY...ETERNAL SLEEP/ 
BUT YOU WON’T NEED THIS ANY MORE/ 
HA/HA/HA / 


LOL mW 


HENRY ALSO RECEIVED A VISITOR THAT MORNING,..ONE 

—— HE WELCOMED...HE DIDN'T ASK ANY QUESTIONS... ALL 

OH NO... WHO'COULD] HE WAS INTERESTED /N WAS THE RUBY... THE BLOOD- 

BLOODLESS! THE BLOOD |} HAVE DONE THIS... 

HAS BEEN DRAINED FROM / WHAT COULD HAVE - YOU HAVE } YES, MY GREEDY FRIEND, T HAVE IT/ 

HER BODY/ DONE THIS / IT/ REMEMBER 

OUR DEALZ DEAL / THE MONEY IS YOURS...THE 
CUSTOMERS MINE...EH...EH... EH... 


rl 


THEY FOUND THE GIRL THE NEXT MORNING.,. LIFELESS,. 
ANP STRANGELY... 


THE MONTHS PASSED, AND THE CUSTOMERS APPEARED, AND THAT WAS THE LAST HENRY SAW OF THEM...BUT 


THE STRANGE FATE BEFELL THEM: ALL... THE BEAUTIFUL RING...DEATH...BLOODLESS CORPSES... AND THE 
APPEARANCE OF THE STRANGE CREATURE HOVERING IN THE BACKGROUND.’ 


P i 


ANC AS THE TIME PASSED. HENRY'S WEALTH INCREASED... WHO CAN SAY WHAT FATE WILL ACCOMPLISH... FOR A 
NOW HE HAD ACHIEVED HIS DES/RE ,,. HIS AMBITION 
WAS FULLFILLED ...HE WAS RICH/ 


FEW DAYS LATER... 


HOW DID THAT FUNNY LITTLE 
MAN KNOW I NEEDED A NEW RING/AND WHY DID 

HE SEND ME TO HENRY’S STORE 2 WHY... THIS IS JUST 
THE THING I'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR... HENRY WON'T 
MISS IT.../LL ONLY 
WEAR IT TONIGHT... 
THAT SHOULD BE 
ENOUGH .7 


YES CYNTHIA, ONE NIGHT WOULD BE ENOUGH / MORE HENRY DISCOVERED HIS WIFE'S BODY... DRAINEL.. 
THAN ENOUGH / FOR THE CUSTOMER /S ALWAYS RIGH7... 


SHE...SHE’S LIKE ALL THE OTHERS L 
READ ABOUT/ BLOODLESS./IT'S THE 
RING... IT HAS TO BE THE RUBY/ 
BLOODSTONE ... 

NOW I KNOW’ 


LIKE ALL THE REST...HEH...HEH...HEH... SLEEP, 
MY PRETTY... SLEEP AND DREAM...FOR YOURS 
IS THE SLEEP OF DEATH’ 


nS A 
YES, HENRY FINALLY LINDERSTOOD ... AND 
THE CREATURE REALIZED IT... 


HENRY KNEW, ANP THERE WAS NO SHOCK WHEN AE 

LOOKED UP AT THE CREATURE ... THE CREATURE FROM THE 

GRAVE... THE VAMPIRE / 

GO AWAY...GO I SEE YOU HAVE THE 

AWAY. HAVEN'T SECRET OF THE RUBY... 

YOU HAD ENOUGHZ/ WHY ITS CALLED A 

' BLOODSTONE / FOR TO 
HAVE. ITS COLOR IT MUST 
HAVE BLOOD/ VITAL BLOOD/ 
AND SO MUST I... THE TWO 

OF US ARE ALIKE / 


BUT WE BOTH GROW 
HUNGRY, HENRY/I WILL 
SEND YOU ANOTHER 
CUSTOMER... AND WE 
SHALL DRINK OUR 
FILL... YOU OF MONEY 
AND I OF THE 
BLOOOSTONE! . 
HEH...HEH... HEH / 


ALLEN LANE_HAD EVERYTHING A MAN COULD WANT... WEALTH ,. POSITION... POWER / tok ni 


WOULD HAVE BEEN EAGER TO CHANGE PLACES WITH HIM. AND HE WITH THEY! FOR HE 
WORLDLY SUCCESS... HE WAS GEING FORCED TO RETIRE FROM 


COULDN'T ENJOY ALL THIS 
CAUSE OF A BAD HEART... IN SHORT HE HAD A... 


HIS ACTIVE LIFE BE 


BUT, YOU'VE GOT TO 
HELP ME...WE CAN'T GIVE 
UP NOW! T/LL MAKE YOU 
A RICH MAN _IF YOU 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU CAN'T 
DO ANYTHING FOR MEZ YOU'RE 
THE BIGGEST SPECIALIST IN THE 
COUNTRY / IF YOU CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING FOR ME, WHO CAN Z 


I/M AFRAID 
NOBODY CAN... 
YOU HAVE A VERY 


ADVANCED HEART |} 


: CONDITION! 
FA. wii N 


Mtge 
LL 
LA 


LZ 
Liz 


ep LLL LL 
LIZZIE 


LEE 


I'M SORRY, YS Z 


MK, LANE ... 


aoa 


THERE 1S NO 


LOOK AT YOUR CARDIO- 

GRAPH ... YOU'RE LIVING 

ON BORROWED TIME, 
MR. LANE / 


DON'T TAKE IT 
LIKE THAT, SON, 
OF COURSE, 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
CUT OUT ALL 
YOUR ACTIVITIES, 
BUT WITH PROPER 
REST AND CARE 
YOU'LL PROBABLY 
OUTLIVE MES 


WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN 2 


THAT'S WHAT I WORKED I BUILT THIS UP WITH MY 
Bur vow AND SLAVED FOR... BUT OWN HANDS...AND WHAT FOR/ 
ELSE COULD WHAT GOOD |S IT/ NOW I'D TRADE IT ALL IN RIGHT 
ALLEN LANE IT'S LIKE A MAUSOLEUM /, NOW FOR A GOOD 
TAKE THE TICKER / 
NEWS 2 HOW 
DID THE 
DOCTOR Bp 
EXPECT A Dh a 
MAN OF “ Teg 
HIS DRIVE : 
ANP AMBITION 
TO JUST & 
STOP COMPLETELYZ 
/T WAS 


LIKE CUTTING | 
OFF HIS I 
RIGHT j 
ARM / TO 
STOP NOW 
WAS TO..- H 
WELL, TO Noah. ee Se 
eae: 


74 [AT 


fies 


Hi PL 


DEA... : = 
ap 


WIT) P 
Bur rie pocror was RGHT/ TH THE PROPER | HIE sraRED Ay THE SEDATIVE AND THEN AIL 
LONG ALLEN LANE COULD LIVE/ ANE A FEW THOSE MONTHS OF INACT/V/TY SUPPENLY 
MONTHS LATER s WELLED UP INSIDE H/M... HE HAD TO BLOW. 
etetid OH, ALL RIGHT, OFF STEAM SOME WAY/ 
/ ‘ I CAN'T TAKE 


WU / HEReE’s your THOMAS... JUST 
MEDICINE, SIR.’ PUT ITON THAT 
ae REMEMBER WHAT | TABLE, I/LL TAKE 
IT IN A FEW 
MINUTES ./ 


LARA 
ae 


THIS LIFE ANY LONGER / I/D BE BETTER 
OFF DEAD THAN DOOMED TO A LIFE 
OF MEDICINES AND REST / 


HE EMOTIONAL OUTBURST PASSED AND ALLEN 
ETTLED BACK TO HIS ROUTINE EXISTENCE / A 
ROUTINE WHICH WASN'T DISTURBED LINT/L HE MET 
BILL MEEKER, AN OLD FRIENP WHOM HE KNEW 
TO BE SUFFERING FROM THE SAME A/LMENT / 


BILL... LONG TIME NO SEE | OH, THAT'S ALL 
WHAT'S. WITH THE TENNIS OVER AND DONE 
RACKET 7 THOUGHT YOU WITH...NEVER 
WERE_ SUFFERING FROM FELT BETTER 
A BAD HEART IN MY 
CONDITION / 


REALLY A DOCTOR 
SPECIALISTS...THEY \...NOT REALLY/ 
ALL TELL ME A CURE \ AND I MUST ADMIT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE! |F 


OF ANOTHER DOCTOR UT THEY 
YOU'VE GOT, TO TELL/ WWORK 4 IF YOU 
ME... YOU'VE WANT ME TO TELL 
GOT TOY > Rts ABOUT HIM 


HE APPOINTMENT WAS MADE 
NP ALLEN LANE EAGERLY MADE 
HIS. APPEARANCE AT THE STRANGE 


OFFICE... 
YES...AH, I SEE 
YOU'RE ON _TIME, MR, 
LANE GOOD, WE 
CAN GO TO WORK 
AT ONCE / 


SN 


Alen . 
LANE HAD 
NO CHOICE / 

WHAT 
DIFFERENCE 

DID IT 
MAKE /F 
THE METHODS 

WERE 
STRANGE ... 

IF THE 
MAN WASN'T 
A DOCTOR... 

IF HE , 

COULD 
CURE THE 

AbD 


a. 
HEART, 
THAT'S ALL 

THAT 
MATTERED! 
AFTER ALL, 
WHAT DID 
HE HAVE 
TO LOSE... 


MR. ER, 
GRAHAM 2 


ALLEN LANE WAS WILLING TO SUBMIT TO 
ANYTHING... AND SO THE STRANGE OPERATION 
BEGAN’ AN OPERATION THAT WAS TO AC~ 
COMPLISH WHAT MEDICAL SC/ENCE SAID WAS 
/MPOSS/BLE / 


HMM, YES_ THAT'S 
RIGHT... NOW_ THIS 
GOES TO THE AORTA 


MUST ADMIT 
IT IS A STRANGE FEELING... 
BUT I‘LL GET USED TO IT 
IN TIME / JUST SO LONG 
AS I’M IN PERFECT SHAPE |S 
ALL THAT 
REALLY 
MATTERS/ 
‘ 


HOW DO YOU 
FEEL,MR. LANE 7 
EVERYTHING 
ALL RIGHT 2 


YES, YES, JUST AS YOU DESCRIBED...A BAD 
CONDITION.’ I CAN FIX YOU UP, BUT AS MR. 


MEEKER PROBABLY 
MENTIONED, MY 
METHODS ARE 


TAs 


I DON'T CARE ABOUT 
YOUR METHODS.’ ALL 
I’M INTERESTED IN IS 
GETTING THIS BUM 
TICKER PUT 
BACK IN SHAPE / 


Ge 


oe) 


ze tua wb 0 


HOURS PASSED, BUT STILL THE STRANGE 
OPERATION CONTINUED... 


OF COURSE NOBODY 


WILL BELIEVE THIS... 


JUST A LITTLE 
LONGER NOW... JUST 
ONE MORE CONNECTION 
TO BE MADE,’ THERE, 
THAT DOES IT/ 


JUST ACT THE WAY 
YOU ALWAYS DID... 


BUT I AM THE LIVING ] YOU HAVE NOTHING 


PROOF THAT YOU'VE 


CONDITION.’ AT MAY 
LAST I CAN 
LIVE AGAIN / 

YOUR 


TO WORRY ABOUT/ 
OF COURSE THERE 
BE THOSE MINOR AB- 


JSUSTMENTS TI TOLD YOU 
ABOUT...OUTSIDE OF THAT 


NORMAL IN EVERY 


RESPECT...WELL, ALMOST 
EVERY RESPECT / 


QUICKLY ALLEN RETURNED TO H/S5 OLD WAYS... AND 


THAT WASN'T THE ONLY TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
WITH A VENGEANCE / ALL THOSE ACTIV/TIES THAT THAT ALLEN /NDULGEDP /N...HE WAS OL/T 
HAD BEEN DENIED HIM WERE NOW A THING OF 


THE PAST/ 


HOW ABOUT I'D NEVER BELIEVE 
THAT/ TWO HUNDRED YARDS IT IF I DIDN'T SEE J 


MORE CHAMPAGNE, 
RIGHT DOWN THE IT WITH MY OWN 


BABY/ I'VE GOTA 


LOT OF LIVING TO 
MIDDLE OF THE EYES’ A MONTH AGO_ YOU 
WERE PRACTICALLY BEDRIDDEN 
WITH A BAS HEART AND 
LOOK AT YOU _NOW.... WHY, 
YOU'RE IN BETTER SHAPE 


FAIRWAY./ 


TO MAKE UP FOR LOST TIME / 


YOU BET...IT SURE 

IS GOOD TO GO 

OUT WITH A_ MAN 

WHO_KNOWS HOW 
TO LIVE / 


IFE WAS ONCE AGAIN PERFECT TO ALLEN LANE... ANO_WHY SHOULDN'T /T BE 2 BUT THEN 
ONE DAY HE NOTICED SOMETHING STRANGE HAPPENING TO HIS REFLEXES. FOR SOME 


UNACCOUNTABLE REASON HIS EVERY ACTION WAS SPEEDED UP / 


BUT REMEMBERING GRAHAM'S WARNING, HE QUICKLY HMM, JUST AS I 
he THE STRANGE SANATORIUM FOR H/S, ER, THOUGHT... THERE, 


THAT DOES IT/ 
I DON'T NOTHING TO GET UPSET 

UNDERSTAND IT... ALL OF A ABOUT, MR. LANE / I 

SUDDEN EVERYTHING JUST | THOUGHT SOMETHING 

SPEEDED UP...I WAS RUN- 4 


LIKE THIS MIGHT 
NING INSTEAD OF WALKING, HAPPEN ... JUST 


TIME PASSED AND IT WASN'T LONG BEFORE WORD 
OF ALLAN'S COMPLETE RECOVERY GOT BACK TO 
DR. BISHOP, THE HEART SPECIALIST. /T WAS HARD 
FOR HIM TO BELIEVE THE M/RACLE, BUT THERE 

WAS NO QUESTION ABOUT /T... 


 AMAZING/ COMPLETE GRAHAM / I'LL GIVE 
RECOVERY / WHAT WAS YOU HIS PHONE - 
THE NAME OF THIS, ER, 

QUACK WHO PERFORMED 
THE OPERATION 2 


ONCE AGAIN EVERYTHING WAS FINE, 
EXCEPT A FEW DAYS LATER... 


WHAT'S THE L... DONT... KNOW... 
MATTER ALLAN Z WHAT'S WRONG.’ 
CAN'T YOU KEEP 

UP WITH ME...YOU'RE 

WALKING SO SLOWLY! 


HE DID SOMETHING 
YOU COULDN'T DO... 
FIXED MY 


THERE WAS ONLY 
THIS... GRAHAM 


I'M...IN...A..., STATE... 
OF... SLOW...MOTION... 
EVERYTHING ...1... 
DO ...1S... AT... 

THIS ... SLOW... RATE.../ 


ONE MAN WHO COLILD SOLVE 


DON'T FRET, MR, ALLAN! 
I WAS AFRAID I HAD 
MADE TOO LARGE AN 
ADJUSTMENT THE 
OTHER DAY... WE'LL 
HAVE YOU FIXED UP 
IN NO TIME AT ALL/ 

YOUR TICKER WILL 

BE AS GOOD AS NEW! 


Liege 


EVERYTHING WAS PERFECT NOW... 
OR AT LEAST /T SEEMED SO! BUT A 
FEW DAYS LATER DR.&ISHOP 
RECE/VED A DISASTEROUS PHONE NOW WILL YOU I TRIED TO REPLACE HIS BAD 
CALL ...A STRANGE PHONE CALL! EXPLAIN THIS2 HEART WITH A GOOD ONE. 
pie GUESS _T MADE A MISTAKE 
THOUGH I SHOULD HAVE 
sae Ke REALIZED IT WHEN IT KEPT 

! Z DON'T BELIEV GOING FASTER AND SLOWER... 
I'LL GET IN TOUCH WITH THAT Na BUT IT TURNED OUT TO B 
GRAHAM MAN, MAYBE HE CAN f A BUM TICKER AFTER ALL/ 
STRAIGHTEN THIS OUT / 


MAF LISLL AGF 


PROTECT YOURSELF! THE OBELISK LIFE INSURANCE CO. OFFERS THE ONLY POLICY OF ITS TYPE 
IN EXISTANCE, A POLICY THAT PROTECTS THE INSURED AGAINST DEATH! THIS SERVICE IS GUAR- 
ANTEGO OR YOU GET 100 TIMES YOUR MONEY BACK! STEP UP, AND BUY "LIFE INSURANCE"! 


Pry (1 \ ag 


WHY, NO SIZ -AS A MATTER \STRANGE, ISN'T IT? I 
OF FACT, I DON'T BELIEVE / THINK I'LL LOOK INTO 
THAT AD EVEN APPEARS 7 IT! 

IN MY PAPER! 


ASPER DEMIJOHN, YOUNGEST VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE 
RICHTON NATIONAL BANK, WAS READING THE MORNING 
PAPER IN HIS OFFICE ONE MORNING WHEN HIS EYE 
FELL UPON A RATHER CURIOUS ADVERTISEMENT -- x 


WHICH AD 1S THAT, 
MR. D. 2 


ROBERTS, DID YOU SEE 
THIS AD IN THIS MORNING'S 


epee all 


Ua /fOPe tas 


ee 
EE 


ALL RIGHT / 


ITS REALLY QUITE SIMPLE-- 
WE INSURE YOU AGAINST 
5000 PER 


OYING! FOR 
YEAR YOU ARE 
GUARANTEED 
NOT TO O1E! 


BUT HOW CAN. YOU 
BE 50 SURE THAT 
A MAN WON'T DIE 


SPHERE WAS SOMETHING ABOUT THE AD THAT R 
INTRIGUED CASPER --- THE WORDING --- THE 
IMPLIED MEANING -- HE HAD TO FIND OUT -=- 


THIS IS THE PLACE 


THAT IS VE2Y 
INTERESTING --- 
BUT WHAT IF TI 
SHOULD DIE? 

I COULDN'T YERY 
WELL ASK FORA 
R 


APPARENTLY, MR. PEMIJOHN, 
YOU STILL DO NOT UNDER - 
STAND JUST HOW WE OPER- 


pe BUSINESS TO PREVENT 
OEATH «: AND IM PROUD 
TO SAY WE HAYE | 
NEVER YET LOST 
A SINGLE 
CUSTOMER! 


HE MAN BEHIND THE DESK SEEMED ORDINARY fa 
ENOUGH, BUT WHEN HE LOOKED UP, CASPER 
CAUGHT HIS BREATH! THOSE EYES ---/T WAS 
LIKE LOOKING INTO THE EMPTY HOLLOWS 
OF A SKULL ---! 


YES, SI@-MAYI )ER-- YES--THIS AD IN TODAYS 
HELP You? PAPERS! I'M NOT QUITE SURE 
I UNDERSTAND WHAT IT _ 


SHOULD YOU DIE BEFORE THE INSURED PERIOD, 
YOUR BENEFICIARY WILL RECEIVE A SUM OF 
$500,000 FOR EVERY YEAR PAID FoR 

AND NOT DELIVERED! 


rr 


ANO NOW MAY I WRITE UP YOUR POLICY? 
SHALL WE MAKE IT FOR --- SAY --- 
TWO YEARS 2 


UT SEEMED INCREDIGLE A LIFE IWSLIRANCE 


POLICY THAT PROTECTED THE INSURED INGTEAD 

OF JUST THE BENEFICIARY! BUT UNBELIEVABLE 

AS IT APPEARED, CASPER DEMMTOHN BOUGHT 
A TWO YEAR POLICY -=~ 


I MUST BE A FOOL»: THE WHOLE THING 


|G PROBABLY A HOAX AND I'VE JUST 
BEEN TAKEN FOR $10,000! 


SHE BANDITS HAD JUST GONE INTO THE VAULT f@ 
WHEN CASPER NOTICED THAT THE BANK WAD 
BECOME UNUSUALLY QUIET! HE WENT TO 

HS DOOR --- 


ROBBERS! »\ THEY MUST BE IN THE + 
VAULT::. GOT TO ACT FAST! 
C — 


AVei A 
Bp / 
MPI 
(WHEN THE POLICE ARRIVED CASPER WAS BLEEDING 


PROFUSELY FROM A CHEST WOUND, BUT HE WAS 
STIL ALIVE! 


50 THIS 1S THE HERO THAT LOCKED 

THEM IN THE VAULT, EH? BETTER 

GET HIM TO THE HOSPITAL , RIGHT 
AWAY, BOYs/ 


(Bur THE VERY NEXT DAY, CASPER GOT HIS & 
FIRST INKLING THAT THE OBELISK INSUR- 
ANCE CO. INTENDED TO LIVE UP TO ITS CONTRACT! 


OKAY--- DON'T NOBODY MOVE! 
THIS IS A STICKMUP! 


GIE LUNGED FOR THE HEAVY STEEL DOOR AND 

STARTED TO SWING /T SHUT --- THERE WAS A 

SULPRIBED SHOUT -« TWO SHOTS RANG OUT=-~ | 

BUT CASPER CONTINUED PLISHING IT UNTIL 

THE VAULT WAS CLOSED, SEALING THE 
GANGSTERS INSIDE --- 


HEY: STOP THAT GUY: HES 
SHUTTING THE 0OO0R! 


AAND THEN, AT THE HOSPITAL ~~ + 


ITS THE MOST BAFFLING THING T EVER SAW! 
THE COURSE OF THE BULLET INDICATES 
THAT IT MUST HAVE PASSED THROUGH 
THE HEART +» AND YET THE HEART 
OOESN'T SEEM TO HAVE 


BEEN TOUCHED ATALL! EXxTRA- 


ORDINARY! 


OW THE DAY CASPER WAS RELEASED FROM THE 
HOSPITAL, THE PERSONNEL WATCHED HIM IN AWE--- 


THERE HE GOES/ HE SURE DOESN'T ) YEAH --- 
LOOK LIKE A MAN WHO JUST 
BARELY ESCAPED 


LAND 50 CASPER DEMITOHN BEGAN TO REALLY 
LIVE/ HE INDULGED IN ACTIVITIES WHICH HE WOULD 
ORDINARILY HAVE SHUNNED BECAUSE OF THE 
OANGER INYOLVED --- BUT NOW --- HE HAD 
NOTHING TO FEAR HE HAD 

LIFE INSURANCE / 


CASPER! BE CAREFUL »» YOU'RE ONLYA 
BEGINNER +» YOULL MILL YOURSELF! 


KILL MYSELF? HAL HA! 
I COULONT IF 
I TRIED! 


, 


(BUT TO CASPER IT WAS MORE THAN A MERE 
FREAK OF NATURE! --~ 


THIS IFMARVELOUS! WHAT A GLORIOUS 
FEELING IT IS TO KNOW WITH ABSOLUTE 
CERTAINTY THAT YOU CANNOT OVE +++ 
THAT THERE |S NOTHING ON EARTH 


| 


eT il i 


A 
f 


Pa 
SSH}! 


GASPER WAS SO ELATED OVER THE SENSE OF 

FREEDOM FROM ANXIETY THAT AIS INSURANCE 

GAVE HIM, THAT HE HAD H/F POLICY EXTENDED 
TO TEN YEARS: 


EXACTLY $40,000 --- 
I THANK YOU MR. 
DEMIJOHN --- AND 
GOOD LUCK To 


GOOD LUCK? HA HA! 
THATS YERY GOOD-- 
VE JUST BOUGHT 


PR WEEK LATER HE WAS DRIVING HOME FROM 
A AUNTING TRIP, SPEEDING ALONG AT 8O 
MILES PER HOUR --- A SHARP CURVE 
LOOMED AHEAD --- HE APPLIED THE 


HIS BRAKES ~-- 
X ; BRAKES! SOME - 
THING'S WRONG WITH THE BRAKES! 


U.8.e. 9-8. EB. 
FOR REAL UNDERCOVER OPERATORS 


You can now keep constant check on anything that happens all around you, 
regardless of walls, floors, or ceilings. SPY-PEN penetrates solid barriers, 
makes any wall an open door. Yes, it even lets you look DOWN into rooms 

beneath you. We will let your own imagination trigger all the possible 

uses SPY-PEN has for you. 


A PRECISION INSTRUMENT 
SPY-PEN was developed by the German Secret Service during World 
War || and is being used by Interpol Agents today. Now an even more 
precise and improved model is being offered the public by the man 
from U.N.C.L.E. SPY-PEN has three precision ground optical quality 
lenses, not just two like competitive models, to afford an extreme 
wide angle field that lets you even see objects standing by the 
very wall through which you are observing. 


PHOTOGRAPH THROUGH WALLS 

SPY-PEN lenses have such sharp delineation that you can photo- 
graph right through it, sharply recording everything in the 
viewed area, all four walls, floor, and ceiling. Nothing escapes 
SPY-PEN. 

BUILT-IN SECRET DRILL 

ineluded nthe SrreNS pase is a secret ral at will 
attach to half the case and allow you to drill holes un-noticed 
even by people standing by the wall being penetrated. SPY- Ridden iWeNices Dept. 402-N | 


i : i FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 
Fev needs only the smallest peep hole to put an entire room Ro Yes, | would like to order the amazing ‘'SPY- 


PEN."' If I'm not 100% satisfied with my ‘‘SPY- 
CONVERTS TO POWERFUL TELESCOPE 


PEN'' after the ten-day free trial | may return 


Ts ORDER COUPON -————+ 


Only SPY-PEN lets you close in telescopically on any item same for refund. | 
of interest. No other device has both these features, I Please send me _________"'SPY-PEN(S)"" 

wide angle secret vision and close-up inspection. 1 enclose cash, check or money order. | 
CLIPS TO YOUR POCKET isi 
SPY-PEN looks like an ordinary fountain pen in your Pleasesrush:.l enclose-exira: .50¢ | 
pocket. Even if seen it will not be suspected as the ; 


incredible instrument with such amazing powers of P : Name__ —__— _ nt | 
penetration. " 4 | Address 


COMPLETE WITH SIMPLE HOW-TO-USE |¢tv——__ 
INSTRUCTION BOOKLET 


state 


INTO THIS 


“LIGHTNING JIU-JITSU” MIGHTY 
Simple directions and how-to-do-it illustration M U sc LES” 


tell and show every move to make anyone an B A iy A 
expert in Jiu-Jitsu! Teaches step-by-step, how ecomie vigorously strong an 

: healthy! In easy-to-understand 
to be tough. Teaches a powerful, devastating 1 this’ book ah h 
defense (and offense, too) against any physical oe each ea ites é iets Ee 
danger. Contains grips, holds, secrets, blows, ji ue: a rates i ye! = 
pressures, jabs and tactics which are so quick Pp ee Baila latinas: wes 
and deadly in overcoming an opponent. PRUACIE -DUNGING SRETCHCR, ENC: 

Illustrated. 


Illustrated. 
“HOW TO PERFORM 
STRONG MAN STUNTS” Money Back Guarantee 
be the World Lo Ss Man.” This book teaches 
ie ie a Teadier pass rong legs r Hae 6 PADELL BOOK co. 
perform such feats as ‘“‘how to tear a phone book in Dept.LK-2 234 FIFTH AVENUE, 


half,” “how to bend a steel spike with your hands, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 
etc. Illustrated. 


THERE WAS A SPLINTERING CRASH AS THE CAR 
RIPPED THROUGH THE WOODEN RAILING AND 


HURTLED OVER THE EMBANKMENT, END OVER END, 
UNTIL IT CAME TO REBT AT THE BOTTOM / 


GJ MOMENT LATER, THEZE WAS A DEAFENING 
EXPLOSION --THE FLAMES HAD REACHED 
THE GAS TANK 


WWE 


5 Gy \ z 
< 


TPHE POLICE FOUND THE REMAINS OF y 
THE WRECK - -- 

WELL, WHOEVER WAS ) YOU CAN SAY THAT 

DRIVING THIS ONE 


AGAIN --- TAME 
WON'T BE TELLING 
ABOUT IT! 


ALL THAT WAS LEFT OF WHAT HAD ONCE 
BEEN A HUMAN BEING WAS A MASS OF 
CRUSHED, BROKEN BONES, SPARSELY 
COVERED BY CHARRED BLACK FLESH! 


THE CORONER WAS ABOUT TO PRONOUNCE 
CASPER DEAD, WHEW-- 


HE BREATHED! GOOD Gop-- 
THIS MAN 15 ST/LL ALIVE! 


PHERE WAS NOTHING THEY COLLO D0! NO AMOUNT | | AND THROUGH THE ETERNAL VOID OF HIS 
OF SURGERY COULD BEGIN TO RESTORE CASPERTO 


DEATH-LIKE EXISTENCE, HE KEPT HEARING 
ANY SEMBLANCE OF A HUMAN BEING / ANO SO HE 

LAY THERE -- BLIND DEAF, LINABLE TO SPEAK OR 

MOVE O FEEL -- Ot 


THE WORDS OF THE MAN WITH THE SKULLS EYES-- 
TIS OUR BUSINESS TO PREVENT 
oer OEATH !- WE HAVE NEVER 
YET LOST A SINGLE 
CUSTOMER !! 


EAD IN EVERY RESPECT BUT 
ONE-- HIS MIND STILL FLUNCTIONEP --~ 


“ 


